INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ARSON INVESTIGATORS

IOWA CHAPTER

MINUTES

November 5, 2010

I) Call to Order

A regular meeting of the Officers and Directors of the Iowa Chapter of the International Association of Arson Investigators was called to order at 10:05 AM at the Iowa DCI Laboratory, Ankeny, Iowa, pursuant to the notice given to all officers and directors in accordance with the bylaws.

II) Roll Call

Roll call of officers and directors

Chris Van Vleet – President

Jess Dunn – 1st Vice President

Mark Crooks – 2nd Vice President

Becky Nelson – Secretary/Treasurer - Excused
Greg Siembieda – Director of Investigation
Zach Spykerman – Director of Insurance - Excused

Sean O’Brien – Director of Prosecution - Excused

John Grier – Director of Detection

Tony Collins – Director at Large, West

Andrew Burken – Director at Large, East

Alan Clark – Past President

Dennis Chapman – Past President

Chris Van Vleet, President presided and Andrew Burken, Director at Large, East, recorded the proceedings of the meeting.

III) Swearing in of new directors

Past President Dennis Chapman swore in Greg Siembieda, Director of Investigation and Andrew Burken, Director at Large, East.

IV) Secretary/Treasurers Report

1) Motion by 1st Vice President Dunn, second by Director Siembieda for the minutes from the September 21, 2010 meeting to stand with the typo correction of the spelling of “Denis” to Dennis.  Motion unanimous.
2) Motion by 2nd Vice President Crooks, second by 1st Vice President Dunn for the minutes from the September 24, 2010 meeting to stand with the typo correction of “the rears” to rears.  Motion unanimous.

V) Officers/Board Reports

1) Director at Large, West

a) Director Collins reported on a fire investigation training utilizing 4 burn cells in Clive, Iowa on October 12, 2010.  Topics covered were processing the scene and evidence collection.  Training went well for all involved.

2) Director at Large, East

a) Director Burken discussed and asked questions of the board concerning the Lunch and Learn program.
3) Director of Insurance

a) Past President Clark spoke on behalf of Director Spykerman concerning an investigation class co-sponsored and taught by Grinnell Mutual Insurance and co-sponsored by the Iowa IAAI Chapter.  The class was in Centerville, Iowa on September 29, 2010.  The class had roughly 60 attendants from both Iowa and Missouri.   

VI) Committee Reports

1) President Van Vleet went over the assignments of the new committees.  

2) Audit

a) 1st Vice President Dunn and Past President Chapman will work on finding and outside source to conduct and Audit following the 2010 seminar.

3) Chapter Historian

a) Past President Clark discussed and clarified the 1st paragraph on the chapter website concerning the chapter suspension in the early years of the chapter.  

4) Communications

a) 1st Vice President Dunn asked if the past 1st and 2nd Vice Presidents should be added to the list of previous Presidents and Directors on the chapter website.  Past President Chapman will work on finding a history of the names of the past 1st and 2nd Vice Presidents.

b) Director Collins asked about adding a password protected membership page to the website.  This would allow the members to update their current information.

5) Scholarships

a) Director Grier said he had a scholarship pamphlet made up and will be sending them out to the board.

6) 2011 Seminar
a) 1st Vice President Dunn discussed possible speakers for the 2011 seminar.  1st Vice President Dunn and Past President Chapman will continue to work on speakers for topics of which the membership showed interest.  

7) 2012 Seminar
a) Past President Clark will continue to work on hotel and conference center agreements within the Des Moines area.

VII) 2012 Seminar
1) The board discussed the possibility of a joint seminar with the Hawkeye State Fire Safety Association.  2nd Vice President Crooks and Director Collins attended the 2010 Hawkeye seminar and asked some of their board members of the possibility of the joint seminar.  Hawkeye State Fire Safety Association was not interested in 2011, however wanted to look at the possibility of 2012.  The Board discussed forming a subcommittee to work with Hawkeye State Fire Safety Association for a joint seminar.
2) President Van Vleet wants to start planning early for the 2012 seminar to prevent the possibility of not getting the site the chapter wants.  

3) Motion by Director Grier, 2nd by Siembieda to procure and lock in the Marriott, West Des Moines pending a written contract agreement that is in line with the verbal agreement between Past President Clark and Marriott management.  Motion unanimous

4) Discussion of the board whether the bylaws had any stipulations on which month the AGM is to be held.  Members will look into it for the next meeting.  

VIII)   New Business

1) An exploratory committee consisting of 2nd Vice President Crooks – Chairman, Director Collins, and Director Grier to start working with Hawkeye State Fire Safety Association on a joint seminar for 2012.

2) Director Collins reported on the luncheon in Council Bluffs which he attended.  The event was sponsored by CVENT.  The purpose was to learn about CVENT, an event planning company that would like to help organize future seminars.  Director Clark will check on an addition event planning company that ICAC (Insurance Committee for Arson Control) utilizes. 

IX) For the Good of the Chapter

1) Past President Chapman wanted to thank Past President Clark on the new chapter brochure.

2) 2nd Vice President Crooks talked about 2 recent fire deaths that took place in Iowa, one in Waterloo and the 2nd in Seymour.  

3) President Van Vleet discussed the possibility of the Board members not having to pay for their seminar registration.  This is due to the time involved in setting up the annual meetings.  Past President Clark discussed the possibility of reduced rate.  The discussion was tabled for the next meeting.  

X) Adjournment

1) The next meeting will be Wednesday, December 8, 2010 at 1:30 PM at the Iowa DCI Laboratory.

2) Motion by 1st Vice President Dunn, second by Siembieda to adjourn at 12:02 PM.  Motion unanimous.
